


Honor, Courage... Commitment
#821 for Band 1996 at 6:03...  or 11:58 (w/optional 3rd Movement) © Stephen Melillo  IGNA 8 August 1996

Commissioned by & Dedicated to the United States Navy
in Tribute to 75 Years of Service in the Cause of Freedom

Without Warning
An Overture for the Uncommon Band

#805 at 1:33 by © Stephen Melillo IGNA 27 January 1996, 
the 3 year Anniversary of the Birth of STORMWORKS 

and the 5 year Anniversary of the 1201PM Recording Session.

Without Hesitation
#821 at 4:30 by © Stephen Melillo IGNA 8 August 1996

(Optional Movement 3)

GODSPEED!
#855 at 5:55 by © Stephen Melillo IGNA 10 May 1998

	 I want to thank The US NAVY for asking me to compose, “something that will be like a Victory at Sea, only 
more... something filmic and dramatic, a monument to the spirit of the Navy!”  Having a Father who served as a 
Naval Aviator, an uncle who served on the USS INTREPID during the View Nam War, and having befriended as any as 
seven Captains of the USS BATAAN, with a Music Student from the 1980s who became a Captain of the USS KIDD, my 
love for the USS INDIANAPOLIS Survivors, and having grown up wearing an old P-coat, I felt ready!
	 The Acoustic Upright Bass is critical in this piece, and should be amplified.  It serves to feature the contribution of 
this often neglected player in the ensemble.  Should the Orchestra Bell player find the lines too difficult to play at tempo, 
the player may alter the notes between left and right hands, thereby taking 8 notes as 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8 and playing them 
as: 1-3-2-4-5-7-6-8, or whatever pattern best serves them.  The part may also be rendered on Celeste.
	 Although “slurs” are written across the woodwind parts, these fast moving lines may be articulated in any way 
which best serves the Musician.  For instance, it is preferred that much of the flute and piccolo part be double tongued, 
but for the sake of speed, I defer to the conductor.
	 At measure 45 in Without Warning, the Percussion part calls for High Hat, a groove which may be rendered on 
either High Hat, Conga, or Triangle depending on your tastes and those of the percussionists.
	 In Without Hesitation, the top percussion part is written as a roto-tom.  Presumably, one player performs a roll, 
while another assists in a quick detuning.  This part however may be rendered in a variety of ways, some of which call 
for the construction of a new instrument.  (Since the composing of this piece, the “Water-Marimba” has been designed.  
Complete plans are available as a PDF download on the STORMPage at www.stormworld.com).  The sound, depicting a 
submerging submarine, may also be synthesized.  
	 As always, should there be any questions, please don’t hesitate in calling or writing.
	 Finally, there is a stand alone movement, recorded by The Marine Band of the Royal Netherlands Navy on 
STORMWORKS Chapter 3: Wait of the World.  It is called GODSPEED!  It may serve as the finishing 3rd Movement to 
HONOR, COURAGE... COMMITMENT.

On the next page, you will find some photographs from a Tribute made to Mr. Ben “Bull” Benini.  His POWER is only 
partially contained within this piece, because indeed it takes ALL of the STORMWORKS, from Chapter 1 to THAT WE 
MIGHT LIVE, to boldly tell the Story of such Men, what they have lived and Suffered and Survived in the Defense of 
Freedom.

Godspeed!

∕¤‹›
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Bass Drum
Large TAM

Orch Bells

Chimes

Timpani

Upright Bass

Tuba &
PAD Bass

Bass Tbone

Tbone 2

Tbone 1

Euph 2

Euph 1

Trumpet 3

Trumpet 2

Trumpet 1

Horn 4  

Horn 3  

Horn 2  

Horn 1  

Bari Sax  

Ten Sax  2

Ten Sax  1

Alto Sax  2

Alto Sax  1

Bass Clar

Clarinet 2

Clarinet 1

Bassoon 2

Bassoon 1

Oboe

Piccolo

Flute 2
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